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Used-Oil Management 
 
The Steward Observatory Used Oil Management Plan provides written documentation for used oil records. In 
addition, the plan details compliance with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements (found at 40 
CFR 279) for used oil generators. 
 
The plan outlines a written description of used oil management procedures, disposal methods, and 
transportation requirements.  Steward Observatory adheres to the following practices: 

 Never dump or dispose of used oil in the trash, in sewers, or on the ground 

 Make sure collection and storage set-up is leak-proof, spill proof, and tanks have lids or are 
covered to prevent water from entering 

 Use lockable fills to prevent dumping of materials into the tank when it is not supervised 

 Maintain collection containers regularly, comply with local fire and safety regulations, and avoid 
leaks and spills 

 Label storage tanks "Used Oil" 

 Keep records of used oil sent to recycling 

 Never mix used oil with any other material. Keep gasoline, solvents, degreasers, paints, etc, 
separate to prevent contamination or the mixing of incompatible wastes 

 Carefully record the amount of used oil placed into and removed from storage devices 

 Construct secondary containment around drums/tanks with a capacity for 100 percent of the 
contents of the drums stored; the base of the containment area should be sloped so any spilled oil 
may be recollected and removed 

 Equip storage containers with wide-mouth, long-necked funnels to reduce spills during filling 

 Equip storage containers with a pressure relief valve to reduce pressure buildup, which could cause 
leaks 

 Keep the area near the storage devices neat and clean 

 If there are areas where oil could possibly be spilled, keep a supply of clean up and absorbent 
materials on hand. 
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The used oil management standards define a used oil transporter as any person who transports used oil, any 
person who collects used oil from more than one generator and transports the collected oil, and 
owners/operators of used oil transfer facilities.  Steward Observatory complies with all relevant used-oil 
regulations, including keeping tracking records of where the used oil is collected and where it will be 
transported to. 
 
Small quantities of used oil such as vacuum pump oil should be disposed of through the U of A Risk 
Management Services. http://risk.arizona.edu/environmental 
 
For more information and the official University of Arizona documentation on this subject, please go to: 
http://risk.arizona.edu/environmental  
 
https://www.epa.gov/hw/managing-used-oil-answers-frequent-questions-businesses 
 
 
Fluorescent Lamp Disposal 
 
The Steward Observatory is required to follow the University of Arizona guidelines when disposing of 
fluorescent & high intensity discharge lamps as they should not be disposed of as regular trash.  Most 
fluorescent lamps contain Mercury which is a highly toxic, heavy metal and HID lamps contain elemental 
Sodium which is water reactive.  For disposal of these lamps, please call the UA Facilities Management Work 
Desk at 621-3000 to arrange for pick up and disposal.  You will be asked to provide the building name, room 
number, contact person and phone number.  Your request will be put on a daily log and you should see a 
response within 24 – 48 hours. 
 
When storing these lamps while awaiting pick up by Facilities, you should store the lamps in a closed container 
that has a label identifying the box as universal waste (labels are available from Facilities department) and the 
label should be marked with the first date a lamp was placed in the storage container.  Care should be taken 
so the lamps will not be crushed.  In the event of a broken lamp, call facilities if possible, so they can clean the 
spill with a mercury vacuum.  If it must be cleaned immediately, wear a mask and carefully place debris in a 
waste bucket and call U of A Risk Management Services for disposal as a hazardous waste. 
 
For more information and the official University of Arizona documentation on this subject, please go to: 
http://risk.arizona.edu/environmental 
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